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Lingo: A user’s perspective

Developed with the terminology specialist in mind
Allows for collaborative development
A tool for education
Underpinned by international standards



Developed for terminology specialists

• Vocabulary management is often an afterthought in the 
systems that use our terminologies

• Provides a ‘one-stop shop’ for development and 
dissemination

• Provides workflows for more complex processes such as 
splitting and merging

• Allows for the management of multiple schemes by multiple 
editors

• Up-to-date, modern software



From this…

• Developed in 1980s, 
• ‘Guified’ in the 1990s
• Proprietary software (and no 

longer supported)
• Clunky (albeit lovable…)
• Add-on to inventory software 



To this…

• Cutting edge
• Open source
• Intuitive
• Designed with us in mind, based 

on real-world requirements



Allows for collaborative development

• Allows for multiple 
editors

• ‘Provisional’ editing 
permissions

• Provides a central hub 
for community use



A tool for education: Search





A tool for education: Images

• Expands upon both SKOS and 
ISO 25064

• Images help explain concepts to 
non-specialists - ‘A picture paints 
a thousand words’



Supports International Standards

• Underlying semantic 
structure based on the 
CIDOC CRM (ISO 21127)

• Supports SKOS
• Supports ISO 25964
• Import/export in multiple 

formats



Speaking of data structures…

George Bruseker:
Modelling terminology with Arches
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