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Mosaic

A mosaic 1s a decorative surface finishing technique used on
buildings: pavements, walls, pools, columns and other
architectural elements.

It 1s made by inserting elements made of hard materials into a soft layer
that holds them in place as it sets.
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OPUS TESSELLATUM
Polychrome, figurative

MOSAIKON Technician Training for the Conservation of Mosaics — Getty Conservation Institute, 2020 © J. Paul Getty Trust, www.getty.edu


http://www.getty.edu

Polychrome, figurative and geometric S0 SREARIZaSREI NS b
% < oy DS SRS N g\.\-\h‘ *l}\

ALK

.
P

OPUS TESSELLATUM

TN

NN

Aot Ko,

I

'A

A :
é 2

¢

Y
A > CRY

L

j U v,:,:’:/ QX a0 o A~
’g 1

MOSAIKON Technician Training for the Conservation of Mosaics — Getty Conservation Institute, 2020 © J. Paul Getty Trust, www.getty.edu


http://www.getty.edu

OPUS VERMICULATUM

.
: Rw
nu‘ﬁn’x bongrd DT ERL PR M:»M..n“ﬁ.ﬂ.

!,;ag!

or

3
i

R
Fe ?t‘
TE

T
9
€

)
&,
[

T |
2 94

|7,
B3

A7

.edu

MOSAIKON Technician Training for the Conservation of Mosaics — Getty Conservation Institute, 2020 © J. Paul Getty Trust, www.get


http://www.getty.edu

NPaANIT MMM 9SnIT ANOD) [NBd [ O 0ZOT INISU] UONBAIISUOD) A}O0) — SOTESOJA] JO UOT)BAIOSTO)) o) J10F SUruTel] Ueroruyod ] NOI

. Paul Getty Tr

>
-
Z
=
o
o
@)
-
—
m
N
al



http://www.getty.edu

NPIAPIT MMM ISNI], ANJD) [Ned ‘[ © (0TOT “QIMINSU] UONBAIISUOD) A)A0) — SOIBSOJA] JO UOIBAIOSUO)) Y3 10J Sururel] ueroruydd ], NONIVSON

¢

Maria Lilimpak

e b ‘
e L
P

2005 Livia Alberti

PEBBLE MOSAIC


http://www.getty.edu

NPaANRAT MMM 9SNIT AN2D) [Ned [ @ 0TOT @IMITISU] UOBAIOSUOD) A}JOr) — SOTESOJA] JO UOT)BAIOSUOD) o) J0f SUTUIRI] URIOIUYOd ] NOMIVSON

OPUS SCUTULATUM


http://www.getty.edu

NPaANAT MMM ISnIT AP0 [Ned [ O 0ZOT @IMINSU] UONBAIISUO)) K300

OPUS SEGMENTATUM

SOTESOTA] JO UOTIBAIISUO)) A} J0J SuTUIeI] UBIOTUYId L NOJIIVSON


http://www.getty.edu

a3
=
=
Q
o
%)
78!
-
A
o



http://www.getty.edu



http://www.getty.edu

NPaANRAT MMM 9SNIT AN2D) [Ned [ @ 0TOT @IMITISU] UOBAIOSUOD) A}JOr) — SOTESOJA] JO UOT)BAIOSUOD) o) J0f SUTUIRI] URIOIUYOd ] NOMIVSON

LRI
,v/f/////é
IS
v///v/v/////,
W1 Y
./////////v
N

WNANN\QANNGANNN

// R // \ N\ ,
WV \

OPUS SPICATUM


http://www.getty.edu

NPIANIT MMM “ISNI], A)3oD) [Ned ‘[ © O0ZOT “IMNSU] UONBAIISUO)) A13O0) — SITBSOJA] JO UOIIBAIOSUO)) A} 10J SUIUTel] UBIOIUYIS L NOMIVSOIN

0 s
v

R B

OPUS SIGNINUM


http://www.getty.edu

NPaANRAT MMM 9SNIT AN2D) [Ned [ @ 0TOT @IMITISU] UOBAIOSUOD) A}JOr) — SOTESOJA] JO UOT)BAIOSUOD) o) J0f SUTUIRI] URIOIUYOd ] NOMIVSON

OPUS SIGNINUM


http://www.getty.edu

NPaANRAT MMM 9SNIT AN2D) [Ned [ @ 0TOT @IMITISU] UOBAIOSUOD) A}JOr) — SOTESOJA] JO UOT)BAIOSUOD) o) J0f SUTUIRI] URIOIUYOd ] NOMIVSON

CHIP MOSAIC


http://www.getty.edu

COCCIOPESTO
(lime mortar mixed with ceramic fragments)
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Types of ancient mosaic pavements

OPUS TESSELLATUM > monochrome
OPUS VERMICULATUM bi-chrome
OPUS PSEUDO-FIGLINUM polychrome
PEBBLE MOSAIC geometric
OPUS SCUTULATUM figurative

OPUS SEGMENTATUM

OPUS SECTILE

OPUS FIGLINUM

OPUS SPICATUM

OPUS SIGNINUM

CHIP MOSAIC

COCCIOPESTO (lime mortar mixed with ceramic fragments)
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Field: main part at the center of the mosaic, usually quadrangular 1n shape.
Frame: band that surrounds the field.

Connecting band: part of the mosaic located between the frame of the
field and the walls of the room.

Threshold: part of the mosaic located in the entrance to a room.

Emblema: small panel inserted into the field, generally made separately
in opus vermiculatum.

1 Getty Trust, www.getty.edu
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Mosaic construction technique
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Stratigraphy

Haim Kapschitz 2003, Elsa Bourguignon 2011 © J. Paul Getty Trust

Tessellatum

Bedding layer

Nucleus

Rudus

Statumen

MOSAIKON Technician Training for the Conservation of Mosaics — Getty Conservation Institute, 2020 © J. Paul Getty Trust, www.getty.edu


http://www.getty.edu

Examples of stratigraphies

MOSAIKON Technician Training for the Conservation of Mosaics — Getty Conservation Institute, 2020 © J. Paul Getty Trust, www.getty.edu


http://www.getty.edu

Bedding layer

T N

e e 2X. = AR
st IV e R o s P

v

Ermanno Carbonara 20 120

MOSAIKON Technician Training for the Conservation of Mosaics — Getty Conservation Institute, 2020 © J. Paul Getty Trust, www.getty.edu


http://www.getty.edu

NPaANRAT MMM 9SNIT AN2D) [Ned [ @ 0TOT @IMITISU] UOBAIOSUOD) A}JOr) — SOTESOJA] JO UOT)BAIOSUOD) o) J0f SUTUIRI] URIOIUYOd ] NOMIVSON

Materials used for tesserae
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Background of figurative motifs
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Getty - MOSAIKON

@ MOSAIKON 1is a partnership of four institutions: the Getty

[CCROM Conservation Institute, the Getty Foundation, ICCROM, and
ICCM. The aims of the project are to strengthen the network of

251 ICCM professionals concerned with the conservation, restoration,

COFEERE W 11)aintcnance, and management of mosaic heritage in the southern

and eastern Mediterranean region; provide training to a variety of

E individuals involved in mosaics conservation and, more generally,

T With the management of archaeological sites and museums with

mosaics; work with national and international bodies to provide a
more favorable legislative, regulatory, and economic environment

toXHAZLE | HCoYOZO \ 'd_x_nd.i..-“'d&-l....-“ . . . .

- el for the conservation of mosaics in the Mediterranean; and promote
the dissemination and exchange of information.
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