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The Getty Vocabularies: 
Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalog, index

• Five structured vocabularies, compliant with (and map to) national and int’l 
standards for thesaurus construction

• Data related to art, architecture, cultural heritage, conservation, archaeology, 
archives and archival materials, visual surrogates, bibliographic materials

• Used for indexing, categorization, retrieval, and in management systems

• Developed in the late 1970s from a need within the museum and library 
communities

• Free, open, and collaborative

• International and multilingual
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The Getty Vocabularies: 
Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalog, index

Art and Architecture Thesaurus (AAT)
Terms for generic concepts, relationships, other data 

Union List of Artist Names (ULAN)
Names of people, corporate bodies, biographies, relationships

Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names (TGN)
Names for administrative and physical places (modern and historical), sites, coordinates

Cultural Objects Name Authority (CONA)
Information about works of art (in development)

Getty Iconography Authority (IA)
Iconographical narratives, religious / fictional characters, events, names of literary works etc
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The Getty Vocabularies: 
Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalog, index

Benefits

• Quality: Terms and data vetted by scholars, institutions, and editorial specialists

Involvement: Expanding and enriching that data

• Credit: institution becomes a published, credited source for all contributed 
information

• The future: Linked Open Data – contributions will travel
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Current Contributions & Editorial Projects

Translations (primarily AAT; long-term initiative; XML)

Additions (new concepts; added variant terms; Non-English terms
– submitted in XML or via spreadsheet

Editorial Additions (additions/edits by GVP staff –
sent via online contribution form, e-mail) 
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AAT

Translations: full records for new concepts; variant terms in languages to be 
added to existing records

• Academia Sinica (Taiwan) – Chinese; Pinyin, Wade-Giles, transliterations
• Netherlands Institute of Art History, RKD – Dutch
• Staatliche Museen zu Berlin (German)
• Centro de Documentacíon de Bienes Patrimoniales, Santiago (Spanish)
• Canadian Heritage Information Network (CHIN) – French
• In negotiation: Japanese terms, 15K French terms, Polish, etc

Editorial Additions:  digital technologies, fashion terms

Current Contributions & Editorial Projects
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Chinese

Dutch

German

Spanish
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Current Contributions & Editorial Projects

ULAN

• Getty Provenance Index – thousands of names related to art 
sales (editing donors/patrons now)

• Museum of Modern Art – reconciliation in progress

• African-American artists, reconciliation of East Asian names
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Current Contributions & Editorial Projects

TGN

• Modern world data loads via NGA (National GeoSpatial
Agency)

• Archaeological sites, historic kingdoms and empires (AATA: 
Abstracts of International Conservation Literature, plus editor’s 
additions

CONA, IA – developments ahead
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• Term and content analysis - what to contribute and how much?

• Contact: vocab@getty.edu for initial discussion on content, delivery 
format

• Sample data to Vocab technical team

• Letter of Agreement

• http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/guidelines/index.h
tml

Contributing to the Vocabularies – Step by Step
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Contributing to the Vocabularies – Required Fields - ULAN

Minimum Required Fields for Contributing New Terms to ULAN

• Preferred name
• Optional: variant names
• Hierarchical position (Person, Corporate Body, Unknown)
• Source for name(s) – one scholarly source needed, or own 

institution
• Gender
• Life dates (can be estimated)
• Role (ex: painter, architect, patron, etc)
• Nationality
• Display biography (can be concatenated if necessary)
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ULAN Required Fields
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Contributing to the Vocabularies – Required Fields - TGN

Minimum Required Fields for Contributing New Terms to TGN

• Preferred term

• Hierarchical position (first level subdivision level, if known)

• Source(s) for term – one source is needed

• Place type (ex: inhabited place, river, archaeological site, etc)

• Not required but recommended: coordinates, variant names
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TGN Required Fields
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Minimum Required Fields for Contributing New Terms to AAT

 preferred term, Descriptor (with 3 scholarly sources)

 required if applicable, Alternate Descriptor
(alternate descriptors, UFs – “used fors”)

 hierarchical position

 scope note

 sources for variant terms and scope note

 process is different for contributing data to pre-existing terms

Contributing to the Vocabularies – Required Fields - AAT

Jonathan Ward © 2018 J. Paul Getty Trust. For educational purposes. Images may be subject to additional copyright 



http://getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/guidelines/index.html
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For AAT translations

• Consortium for expertise; plan in place
• Concept-to-concept; can be certain hierarchies depending on need
• Regular communication with Vocabulary team
• Join the ITWG (International Terminology Working Group)

Contributing to the Vocabularies – AAT

For all AAT contributions

• Ensure true synonymy
• Use “bound terms” and not “compound terms”
• Include “qualifiers” for homographs
• Loan terms from source language are accepted and encouraged
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All contributors / institutions help to create their ”Full” and “Brief” credit (source) 
appearing in GVP records

Source is applied to:

• Concept level (as source of entire record, if new term)
• Term level (for each term contributed)
• Scope note

Contributing to the Vocabularies – Sourcing/Credit
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Publishing:

 If multiple contributors submit 
records for the same concept 
(AAT), person (ULAN), or place 
(TGN), the information is merged 
into one record, with contributors 
noted at certain key fields

Contributing to the Vocabularies – Sourcing/Credit



• Getty vocabularies search engine – hundreds of thousands of 
searches per year

• Collection Management Systems – both in-house, and in software 
products

• Into the cloud as Linked Open Data, used by Wikipedia, Europeana

• Into online federated authority files such as VIAF

• Reproduced online by museums

Where does this data go?
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