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History, Purpose, Contributors Why Vocabularies?

Getty Vocabularies

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field



Getty was trailblazer 
in committing 
resources to 
standards and 
vocabularies for art 
information in 1980s

TAU, Thesaurus Artis 
Universalis; CIHA, 
Comité international 
d'histoire de l'art

Getty engaged 
disparate 
communities 
(visual resources, 
museums, libraries, 
special coll., archives, 
some scholars) under 
Getty leadership to 
reach consensus

1997
Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

History
Art History Information Program (AHIP) 



Over the years, 
changing with the 
requirements of core 
community

Getty partners with 
international visual 
arts information 
community

Multilingual, 
multicultural, inclusive

Staff: Small editorial 
staff, working with one 
person at Getty Digital 
and consultants Ontotext

Contributions: Rely 
upon contributors’ having 
compatible and good 
quality data; technology

2020 Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

International Terminology Working Group (ITWG)
Getty Vocabularies 



Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

Purpose

What is the purpose of the Getty Vocabularies?

• To provide terminology to catalog, document, categorize, 
retrieve, and discover art information

• To capture the richness of variant terms and context, 
coreferences to other resources

• For some users, to promote consistency in assignment of terms

• For other users, in retrieval and discovery, to utilize variant 
terms, broader/narrower contexts, rich contextual data

• For others, look-up resources of information



Getty Vocabularies 
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources

• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, and scope notes for agents, 
work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic drawings, Olmeca, 
Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with special focus on historical 
information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for 
cataloging art; not GIS but may include coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical information for artists, architects, 
firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences 
to other resources for same entity (e.g., Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang,蔡襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja
Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, िशव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,)

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus® includes 
generic terms in several languages, relationships, 
sources, and scope notes for work types, roles, 
materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(477,898 terms) (e.g., amphora, literati (painters), 
oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, 
Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic drawings, 
Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, emakimono, 
watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

Getty Vocabularies 
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® 
includes names, relationships, and coordinates, with 
special focus in development on historical information 
for current cities, historical nations, empires, 
archaeological sites, lost settlements, and physical 
features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but 
may include coreferences to GIS and maps 
(5,316,468 names) (e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman 
Empire, Axumite Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, 
Leptis Magna, Machupicchu, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

Getty Vocabularies 
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, 
relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, 
repositories, patrons, other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include 
coreferences to other resources (1,470,142 names)
(e.g., Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 蔡襄, Crevole Master, 
Riza Abbasi, Rajaraja Museum, I. M. Pei & Partners, 
Ahuitzotl, William Kentridge, Frida Kahlo)

Getty Vocabularies 
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper 
names, relationships, and dates for iconographical 
narratives, religious or fictional characters, historical 
events, names of literary works and performing art; 
special focus on non-Western with coreferences to 
other resources (7,200 terms) (e.g., Yemonja, Flood 
of Deucalion, Viaggio dei Re Magi, French 
Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, िशव, 
Shiva, Bouddha couché, Mithras)

Getty Vocabularies 
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नदी )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® titles, artist 
attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location 
for works; focuses on architecture, multiples, works 
depicted in other works, lost works, designed but not 
built (107,493 titles) (e.g., Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία,
Adinatha Temple, Flatiron Building, The Lacemaker, 
Merlettaia, La Dentellière, Lion Throne Room,
神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle)

Getty Vocabularies 
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources
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Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• Structured vocabularies: AAT, TGN, ULAN, CONA, IA
• Relationships: Thesauri, 3 relationships: equivalence (synonyms), 

hierarchical (broader-narrower), associative (btwn records, not 
hierarchical)

• Standards-compliant: Comply with standards for controlled 
vocabularies (ISO, NISO)

• Authoritative: Vocabularies cite authoritative sources and contributors; 
but not authoritarian (may use variant terms)

Getty Vocabularies’ Basic Characteristics
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resources

• Scope: Clearly defined scope = visual arts; Getty Vocabularies strive to 
be ever more multilingual, multicultural, and inclusive

• Audience: Traditional audience (art and architecture domains: visual 
resources, catalogers, museums), plus scholars, and related disciplines 
(archaeology, conservation)

• Collaborative: Grow through contributions from expert user community: 
institutions, consortia, projects, scholars

• Release formats: online search, Relational tables, XML, APIs, 
Linked Open Data



Getty Vocabularies Data Is Linked
Unique focus on enabling digital art history, with coreferences to other resourcesLinks between 

Vocabularies and 
rich data structure

Not simple ‘value 
vocabularies’

Link to outside 
resources as well

Data is structured 
and published in 
standard way to be 
interlinked and 
made openly 
accessible and 
shareable on the 
Semantic Web

Digital Art History



Catalog Level: item  Classification: paintings
Work Type: hanging scroll [AAT 300265079]  H: Current
Work Type: folding screen [AAT 300265156]  H: Historical

Title: Scene of Early Spring Type: repository Lang.: English
Title: 宋郭熙早春圖 軸 Type: repository Lang.: Chinese

Creator Display: Guo Xi, Song Dynasty
Index: Guo Xi (Chinese painter, 1023 - ca.1085 CE) 

[ULAN 500125758]     Role: artist   
Creation Date:  1072 CE; fifth year of Xining, first era of the 
Shenzong Emperor, Northern Song Dynasty  

Index: Start Date: 1072 End Date: 1072
Materials Display: painted scroll

Index: color (pigment) [AAT 300264870]
Index: ink [AAT 300015012] 
Index: silk (silkworm material) [AAT 300014072]
Index: paper (fiber product) [AAT 300014109]  

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851

Getty Vocabularies Used in an Object Record

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851


[continued]
Dimensions: 158.3 x 108.1 cm

Index: Value: 158.3 Unit: cm Type: height
Index: Value: 108.1 Unit: cm Type: width

Location: National Palace Museum (Taipei, Taibei, Taiwan)
[ULAN 500309392 ] Type: current

Location: Bianliang (China) [TGN 7001845 ] Type: original
Repository No.: Meta Data identification: 000053N000000000
Credit Line: National Palace Museum
Inscription: On the right side, the painter wrote: "Early Spring. Painted by Guo Xi in the 
year of Ren-Zi (49th year of the Chinese sexagenary cycle, referring to 1072 AD)."; 畫幅右側畫家
自題：「早春。壬子（1072）年郭熙畫。」顧名思義，這幅畫作是在描寫瑞雪消融，雲煙變幻，大
地復甦，草木發枝，一片欣欣向榮的早春景象

General Subject: landscapes
Specific Subjects: Renewal of Life [IA 901002238]

spring (season) [AAT 300133097] | shan shui [AAT 300387301]
trees [AAT 300132410] | streams [AAT 300008699]
Pinus (genus) [AAT 300343658] | travel [AAT 300080094]
floating perspective [AAT 300438516] Extent: design element

Descriptive Note: "Early Spring is here conceived of as a mist and forest filled mountain. 
The brushwork registers infinite variations of pressure and ink: the silhouette of the rocks and 
boulders are delineated with a heavy touch, the fog-washed trees with a light one….
Sources: National Palace Museum database (2008-); Yangqiu, Viewing Metaphor: Work of Early 
Spring (2010)

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

[TGN 1000959 ]

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851


Catalog Level: item  Classification: paintings
Work Type: hanging scroll [AAT 300265079]  H: Current
Work Type: folding screen [AAT 300265156]  H: Historical

Title: Scene of Early Spring Type: repository Lang.: English
Title: 宋郭熙早春圖 軸 Type: repository Lang.: Chinese

Creator Display: Guo Xi, Song Dynasty
Index: Guo Xi (Chinese painter, 1023 - ca.1085 CE) 
[ULAN 500125758]
Role: artist   

Creation Date:  1072 CE; fifth year of Xining, first era of the 
Shenzong Emperor, Northern Song Dynasty  

Index: Start Date: 1072 End Date: 1072
Materials Display: painted scroll

Index: color (pigment) [AAT 300264870]
Index: ink [AAT 300015012] 
Index: silk (silkworm material) [AAT 300014072]
Index: paper (fiber product) [AAT 300014109]  

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851

Getty Vocabularies Used in an Object Record

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

dx AAT ID: 300265079
http://vocab.getty.edu/page/aat/300265079

Note: Scrolls, displayed vertically, that 
contain text, artwork, or both.

Terms:
hanging scrolls (preferred, English-P)
hanging scroll (English,AD)
vertical scrolls (English)
掛軸 (Chinese (traditional)-P)
字畫軸 (Chinese (traditional)
guà zhóu (Chinese (transliterated 
Hanyu Pinyin)-P)
kua chou (Chinese (transliterated 
Wade-Giles)-P)
hangende rolschilderingen (Dutch-P)
Hängerolle (German-P)
rolos pendurados (Portuguese-P)

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851


Catalog Level: item  Classification: paintings
Work Type: hanging scroll [AAT 300265079]  H: Current
Work Type: folding screen [AAT 300265156]  H: Historical

Title: Scene of Early Spring Type: repository Lang.: English
Title: 宋郭熙早春圖 軸 Type: repository Lang.: Chinese

Creator Display: Guo Xi, Song Dynasty
Index: Guo Xi (Chinese painter, 1023 - ca.1085 CE) 
[ULAN 500125758]
Role: artist   

Creation Date:  1072 CE; fifth year of Xining, first era of the 
Shenzong Emperor, Northern Song Dynasty  

Index: Start Date: 1072 End Date: 1072
Materials Display: painted scroll

Index: color (pigment) [AAT 300264870]
Index: ink [AAT 300015012] 
Index: silk (silkworm material) [AAT 300014072]
Index: paper (fiber product) [AAT 300014109]  

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851

Getty Vocabularies Used in an Object Record

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

dx

hanging scrolls
….kakemonos 
…..lizhou

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851


Catalog Level: item  Classification: paintings
Work Type: hanging scroll [AAT 300265079]  H: Current
Work Type: folding screen [AAT 300265156]  H: Historical

Title: Scene of Early Spring Type: repository Lang.: English
Title: 宋郭熙早春圖 軸 Type: repository Lang.: Chinese

Creator Display: Guo Xi, Song Dynasty
Index: Guo Xi (Chinese painter, 1023 - ca.1085 CE) 
[ULAN 500125758]
Role: artist   

Creation Date:  1072 CE; fifth year of Xining, first era of the 
Shenzong Emperor, Northern Song Dynasty  

Index: Start Date: 1072 End Date: 1072
Materials Display: painted scroll

Index: color (pigment) [AAT 300264870]
Index: ink [AAT 300015012] 
Index: silk (silkworm material) [AAT 300014072]
Index: paper (fiber product) [AAT 300014109]  

Getty Vocabularies Used in an Object Record

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

ULAN ID: 300265079
http://vocab.getty.edu/page/ulan/500125758
(Chinese painter and theorist, 1023 - ca.1085 
CE)
Note: He served as an ‘Yixue’ (a court painter 
serving the Emperor) …

Names:
Guo Xi (preferred ,English-P)
Kuo Hsi (V)
Kwakki (V)
Kwak, Hŭi (V)
zi Shunfu (U)
郭熙 (V,Chinese,NA,U)
Roles:
artist (preferred)
painter
yixue
theorist
landscapist



Catalog Level: item  Classification: paintings
Work Type: hanging scroll [AAT 300265079]  H: Current
Work Type: folding screen [AAT 300265156]  H: Historical

Title: Scene of Early Spring Type: repository Lang.: English
Title: 宋郭熙早春圖 軸 Type: repository Lang.: Chinese

Creator Display: Guo Xi, Song Dynasty
Index: Guo Xi (Chinese painter, 1023 - ca.1085 CE) 
[ULAN 500125758]
Role: artist   

Creation Date:  1072 CE; fifth year of Xining, first era of the 
Shenzong Emperor, Northern Song Dynasty  

Index: Start Date: 1072 End Date: 1072
Materials Display: painted scroll

Index: color (pigment) [AAT 300264870]
Index: ink [AAT 300015012] 
Index: silk (silkworm material) [AAT 300014072]
Index: paper (fiber product) [AAT 300014109]  

Getty Vocabularies Used in an Object Record

Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

dx

TGN ID: 17001845
http://vocab.getty.edu/page/tgn/7001845

Note: Important historical city at 
junction of routes to east and south…

Names:
Kaifeng (preferred, English-P, C,V)
K'ai-feng (C,O)
Bianliang (H,O)
汴梁 (H, Chinese, O)
Dàliáng (H, O)
大梁 (H, Chinese, O)
Biànzhōu (H, O)
汴州 (H, Chinese, O)
Nánjīng (H,O)
南京 (H, Chinese, O)
Biànjīng(H,O)



Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

Contributors
• By contributing, contributors benefit from having their 

data incorporated in the greater whole of standard 
Vocabularies

• For their own use and for sharing with the broader 
community for linking, research, and discovery



Who are the contributors?
• Getty projects
• 300 institutions, consortia, 

research projects

How is the data generated?
• Contrib. may research and 

create original data for the 
purpose of contribution
E.g., translations: Spanish, 
Dutch, Chinese, German, 
French, Croatian, Portuguese, 
Japanese

• Or may map data already 
collected in the course of 
their own work
E.g., repositories and 
documentation projects, 
research projects

• Contributions = 10s of 
thousands per year

Provenance Index
GRI Special Collections

Netherlands Institute for Art History  (RKD)
Academia Sinica of Taiwan
Canadian Heritage Information Network
Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin Preussischer Kulturbesit
Ctro. de Documentación de Bienes Patrimoniales, Santiago
Istituto Centrale per il Catalogo e la Documentazione, Rome
Courtauld Institute
Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA)
Frick Art Reference Library
Indiana University Digital Collections
Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin
Bunting Visual Resources Library, U. of New Mexico
Pinacoteca do Estado de São Paulo
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam
Mystic Seaport Museum in Connecticut
Smithsonian National Museum of African Art
Grove Art online
Florentine Codex Initiative (GRI)
Traditional Chinese Architecture (Vanderbilt, SEU)

GRI Photo Archive
GRI Library

National 
documentation 
agencies, 
consortia

Image 
collections, 
libraries

Art repositories

Research projects

Publishers

GCI
JPGM

Getty

Contributors to Getty Vocabularies



Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

Users of the Getty Vocabularies
Who are the users?
• Catalogers
• Researchers
• Developers

• Getty Vocabularies 
are consistently the 
most-used 
resources on GRI 
site every month

• Users are from 
around the world



















































Jonathan Ward
Sr Editor, Getty Vocabulary Program

Getty Research Institute

Getty Vocabularies: 
Users and Usage

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Who are we, and what do we do?

• Three editors and a managing editor

• Close connection with Getty Digital and software team

• Content editing of contributions; data analysis; outreach

• Types of contributions:
• Large (5,000+ records from institutions – RKD or NGA)
• Medium (100+ records; institutional yet often subject or language specific 

– Dutch and Chinese AAT)
• Small (one-off submissions from our webform)

The Getty Vocabularies: 
Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalog, index

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Who uses our information? Where does the data go? 

• Getty Vocabularies search engine – hundreds of thousands of searches per year
• Resource for catalogers, scholars, and researchers

• Collection Management Systems – both in-house, and in software products

• Into the cloud as Linked Open Data, linked via museum data

• Into online federated authority files

• Reproduced online by museums

• Incorporated into scholarly databases

The Getty Vocabularies: 
Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalog, index

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Europeana classifications linked to AAT (http://www.europeana.eu)

Jonathan Ward © 2019 J. Paul Getty Trust. For educational purposes. Images may be subject to additional copyright 

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022

http://www.europeana.eu/


Yale Center For British ArtUCLA, April 13, 2021

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Museum of Modern Art collections online, NYC

ULAN data populates record

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



RKD, Netherlands
AAT links for Object Category and Support/Medium

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



RKD, Netherlands
Direct AAT data, plus link from clicking on term 

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK, USA

ULAN
data

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Portland Art Museum, Oregon

AAT & ULAN 
data populate 
records

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Dallas Art Museum, Texas

AAT terms as searchable keywords

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Te Papa Museum, New Zealand
AAT: Classification & Materials 
(including Maori terms)

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



AAT used as “Hub” vocabulary in ARIADNE cross search for archaeological resources
(http://ariadne-portal.dcu.gr/)

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022

http://ariadne-portal.dcu.gr/


VIAF – ULAN integrated into Authority files, updated regularly

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Wikipedia – Vocabularies’ LOD used for Authority Control

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



AAT in Taiwan – translation & implementation by Academia Sinica

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



AAT in Spanish – Centro de Documentación de Bienes Patrimoniales, Santiago

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Updates and changes

• New contributions: RKD (225,000+ artist names); Built Works Registry in CONA 
(70K works); entire nation data from NGA into TGN; Florentine Codex project at 
the GRI; East German artists from GRI

• Translations and multilinguality

• OpenRefine reconciliation service improvements

• ALMA Refine app which accesses the Vocabularies

• Biased terminology analysis

The Getty Vocabularies: 
Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalog, index

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022



Thank you.
Jonathan Ward

Sr Editor, Getty Vocabulary Program
Getty Research Institute

Share & Connect, May 11, 2022
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