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What Does it Mean to be OPEN?What Does it Mean to be OPEN?

• Open vs ProprietaryOpen vs. Proprietary
– Offered to the PUBLIC without restrictions or as 
“share‐alike”share alike

– Free to use
– Free to reuse– Free to reuse
– Free to redistribute
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Database RightsDatabase Rights

• “Thin” copyrightThin  copyright
• Additional legal protection under EU Database 
DirectiveDirective

• Rights Holders need to agree to OPEN terms
• Contributors need to agree to OPEN terms
• Users need to agree to OPEN termsg
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ODbL v1.0 LicenseODbL v1.0 License

• ODbL v1.0 (Open Data Commons)ODbL v1.0 (Open Data Commons)
– Adopted by OCLC for WorldCat
– Specific to databasesp
– Covers the Database, the Derivative Database, and 
the Collective Database

– Share‐alike:  Any data added to the Database must 
be offered under the same terms 
A C ll i D b i ll i f d b– A Collective Database is a collection of databases 
and only the Database(s) covered by the ODbL 
v1.0 are subject to that licensev .0 are subject to that license
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Creative Commons LicensesCreative Commons Licenses
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CC0: Public DomainCC0:  Public Domain
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Technical Format OptionsTechnical Format Options

• Even if you offer the Database in multipleEven if you offer the Database in multiple 
formats – Linked as well as others – the rights 
will not changewill not change

• You may charge fees for technical work, but 
you cannot restrict people’s use of theyou cannot restrict people s use of the 
Database, including uses by commercial 
entitiesentities 

1/9/2013 ITWG Meeting 7



AttributionAttribution

• The creator of the Database must beThe creator of the Database must be 
identified

• Does this allow use of logos and other brand• Does this allow use of logos and other brand 
identifiers?
A h i i h D i i D b• At what point is the Derivative Database so 
different from the Database that attribution 
h ld b i d?should not be permitted?
– Moral Rights
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Additional ConsiderationsAdditional Considerations 

• Even if the Database is offered on an OPENEven if the Database is offered on an OPEN 
basis and others use all or part of it in 
Derivative Databases the creator of theDerivative Databases, the creator of the 
original Database can maintain it, add to it, or 
cease offering itcease offering it

• Enforcement of OPEN terms
O l li if th D t b D i ti– Only applies if the Database or Derivative 
Database is offered to the PUBLIC; private use 
does not trigger OPEN requirementsdoes not trigger OPEN requirements 
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